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7 October 2020 
Dear Auditor General, 

THE 2018/19 AUDIT OF THE SCOTTISH POLICE AUTHORITY 

As you know, in February last year, the Public Audit and Post-legislative Scrutiny 

Committee took evidence from representatives of the Scottish Government, the 

Scottish Police Authority and the Chief Constable on issues arising from the report, 

the 2018/19 audit of the Scottish Police Authority. 

Following the evidence session, the Committee wrote to the Cabinet Secretary for 

Justice to set out its view that a comprehensive and wide-ranging review of the whole 

system of policing governance and accountability should be undertaken.1 

The Committee subsequently received correspondence from the Cabinet Secretary 

on 9 March and 7 August providing information about the roundtable that he had 

convened to look at the issues raised by the former Auditor General in her evidence 

to the Committee on 9 January2 and to draw the Committee’s attention to the work 

plan that had been agreed following the meeting.  

The Committee notes that, in his letter of 7 August, the Cabinet Secretary states: 

“The Committee should note that the members of the roundtable were clear that 

they do not believe there is a requirement for a wholescale review of the system. 

                                            
1https://www.parliament.scot/S5_Public_Audit/General%20Documents/201903_Letter_to_CabSec_Ju
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Indeed, the meeting recognised that there has already been three recent 

independent scrutiny exercises, none of which suggested that a major review would 

be necessary.”3 

The Committee is concerned that the action being taken forward by the Scottish 

Government in connection with police governance does not amount to the full and 

comprehensive review that the Committee considers is required. 

The Committee therefore agreed to write to ask whether you would consider 

undertaking a piece of work which would examine the whole system of policing 

governance and accountability arrangements.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
Anas Sarwar MSP 
Acting Convener 
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